As we age, the edges of the brain frequently develop corpora amylacea or the starch bodies. Although these generally excite the resident, the experienced neuropathologist usually passes over them in silence. They mean something, but what that is remains to be established. In a smear, these bodies can look like psammoma bodies, calcifications, or even yeast forms (Figure 13-9). Know these are quite common near the poles of the temporal horns. Recognize them so you can ignore them.
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Figure 13-9.  Corpora amylacea. These the starch bodies accumulate with age, especially near the temporal horn of the lateral ventricles. In A. the intermediate power smear has a lightly gliotic background and scattered little blue bodies. At high power in B. these corpora amylacea have concentric laminations and are bounded by a thin membrane. These differ from psammoma bodies in that they are neither calcified nor created by of degenerating cellular whorls (see Figure 10-9). The significance of these visually striking objects remains unknown.
Corpora amylacea are a form of polyglucosan body similar to the Lafora body and occur in astrocytic processes beneath the pia and around blood vessels in the  normal  central  nervous  system.  They  are  round, vary  from  10  to  40 µm  in  diameter,  stain  basophilic with hematoxylin-eosin, and are PAS positive.

Corpora Amylacea

These are the most common astrocytic inclusions seen within normal brain. Corpora amylacea are present, frequently in large numbers, in the brains and spinal cords of older patients. They are round, basophilic, PAS-positive bodies, measuring 5 to 20 µm in diameter (Fig. 16). They are composed primarily of glycosaminoglycans, and have been shown to be present within astrocytic processes (although in H&E-stained sections they appear to be "floating freely" in the neuropil). Rarely, an overabundance of corpora amylacea may be associated with pathologic abnormalities.
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Figure 16 Corpora amylacea. These round, basophilic, PAS-positive bodies (arrowheads), which are composed of glycosaminoglycans, are present within astrocytic processes and are frequently noted on histologic sections from any area of brain, especially in subpial and perivascular locations.
Corpora  amylacea  are  spherical,  basophilic, PAS-positive   inclusions   10 mm   to   50 mm   in diameter. They  are  predominantly  found  in  astrocyte  processes,  although  they  occasionally  occur within  axons.  Ultrastructurally,  they  consist  of densely packed filaments 6 nm to 7 nm in diameter that may be mixed with amorphous granular material  and  are  not  membrane-bound.  Corpora  amylacea increase in number with aging, particularly in the subpial and subependymal regions, around the subcortical  blood  vessels,  and  in  the  posterior columns  of  the  spinal  cord.  Adult  polyglucosan body  disease  is  characterized  by diffuse  accumulation  of  corpora  amylacea  occurring in the cortex and white matter and associated with diffuse and/or focal myelin damage.

